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PROVIDERS,

Earlier this month was National Child Care
Provider Day. One day simply isn't enough
when it comes to celebrating you. In fact,
we say EVERY day is National Child Care
Provider Day!

Really, we are grateful for you every
single day.

A simple "thank you" isn't enough, so humor
me as I get a little creative here. Since
next month is all about math, here are a
few POSITIVE affirmations for you.
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1. Your passion for early child education multiplies a child's love for
learning.

2. The life lessons and skills you teach Arkansas children add value to their
academic future.

3. You make a difference.

4. Arkansas's future workforce will be a product of the quality education
you deliver today.

5. You are raising critical thinkers and problem solvers.

Write these down and keep them close for the hard days, because your role
is irreplaceable.
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Dawn Jeffrey M.S.E.
Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education
Program Manager for Better Beginnings
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A few more reasons to celebrate YOU!

o Ten Arkansas Better Beginnings child care
providers in Washington County and Benton
County are pursuing accreditation from the
National Association for Family Childcare
(NAFCC) in a pilot program supported by the
University of Arkansas Early Care and
Education Projects, Family Child Care
Network.

e Better Beginnings providers are trained to
provide quality care for children ages Z€FO
to five, helping Arkansas parents return
to work when their child is as young as
four months old.

e Better Beginnings providers spend roughly
11,500 hours with Arkansas children
before kindergarten.

e 859%0 of of a child's personality, social skills and intellect are developed by age 5, so Better
Beginnings providers are trained to support the development of social and academic skills
throughout a child's lifetime.
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SHAMANDA NELSON--MINERAL SPRINGS
ABC PRESCHOOL

Shamanda Nelson, who has been teaching for 19
years, is a Director and Teacher at Mineral Springs
ABC Preschool in Mineral Springs. In her free
time, you can find Shamanda volunteering at the Harvest
Food Program, Feeding Under the Bridge Program and 4-
H.

“It's a gift from God, because each day I pray that
God would give me wisdom, knowledge and
understanding to meet the needs of these babies,”
Shamanda said. "I would love to see students being
more motivated about school, learning and being
better citizens in the community."

BRANDI BURTON--THE ALLEN SCHOOL

) Brandi Burton is a lead teacher for children with disabilities
W at The Allen School in Little Rock. She has been working
The A en Sth(ml with children with special needs for 17 years. Brandi has

also worked for the Special Olympics.

"The important thing to remember is that all children can learn but not always
in the same way. It is my goal to find the method that works best for each
individual child," Brandi said. "I hope to see teachers get the recognition they
deserve."
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FIND MORE COVID ADVICE AND RESOURCES HERE

CURRICULUM
HIGRLIGHT

Math is everywherel!

Children see, hear and experience math
all day long through:

e Clocks, phones, calendars and
keyboards

e Age, phone numbers and addresses

 Prices on items in the grocery store

e Food shapes and portions =

o Temperature and other weather-related forecasts on the news

Check out these curriculum guides for fun ideas on bringing math and
literature together in the classroom. Each guide pairs a math-focused

children's book with hands-on activities and teacher-guided
experiences.

They won't even know they are learning MATH!

FIND CONNECTING LITERATURE AND MATH CURRICULUM HERE


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/curriculum-supplements/preschool/connecting-literature-and-math
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/covid-19-resources
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html#anchor_1613684758754
https://files.constantcontact.com/e840190d001/77c5870b-1b48-4e4e-8ae2-3d1812c150c6.pdf
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/covid-19-resources
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/curriculum-supplements/preschool/connecting-literature-and-math
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/curriculum-supplements/preschool/connecting-literature-and-math
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Better Beginnings is focused on making quality child care more accessible
to families of young children across Arkansas. More high quality access
means more kids are better prepared for kindergarten.
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The following program is now a 1-star Better Beginnings provider:
HARRISON--THE LEARNING CENTER OF NORTH ARKANSAS
The following programs are now 2-star Better Beginnings providers:

LOCKESBURG--FUN TO LEARN-PLEASANT HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

MORRILTON--WEE CARE

HIGHLAND--KIDDO COLLEGE

FAYETTEVILLE--TEENY TINY COLLEGE

DEWITT--DEWITT DAYCARE

HUNTSVILLE-LITTLE FISHERS PRESCHOOL

HIGHLAND--ALL ABOUT KIDS

MONTICELLO--DISCOVERY CHILDREN'S CENTER

EL DORADO--HAPPY HEARTS LEARNING ACADEMY

WEST HELENA--WALLACE CHILDCARE AND LEARNING CENTER
JONESBORO--JUST LIKE HOME DAYCARE

MONETTE--LEARN AND GROW ACADEMY

LITTLE ROCK--NANA'S LEARNING CENTER
JONESBORO--LITTLE HEROES LEARNING ACADEMY

LITTLE ROCK--LOVELY SUNSHINE LEARNING CENTER

If you are a Better Beginnings provider and are interested in moving up in star
ranking, click here.


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/providers
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Check out some of our favorite math resources from our

Family Resource Library for even more MATH FUN!

PAPER PLAYGROUND
FOR LEARNING FUN

Paper Playground for Learning Fun
M reative Thinking - New Words

Cl8 O

better beginnings

Create your own_Paper
Playground right at home
without making a trip to the

store! This resource is great for
working on math. Make goofy
sports equipment, talk about
numbers, distances and
angles. Toss around
some new words.

LET'S MAKE MUSIC!

SIMON SAYS ROLL WITH

MUSIC IS MATH!

Let's Make Music!

Time to get the family band

together! Use this resource to

make a kazoo, guitar or rain
stick. Work on following
directions as you cut, measure
and assemble each instrument.
Then, put on a living room
concert as you count your way
through the hums and strums!

HOMEMADE DIE

B @ 2 Simon Says ROLLB @ &

How to Make your Big Die Simon Says Game

MowtoMake Your Big Die.
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Practice counting as you play
Simon Says with homemade die
and number and action cards.
Your child will learn how to
recognize numbers and
shapes, important skills for
kindergarten. Show your child
how fun it can be to make new
toys with what you have at
home!

FIND MORE MATH RESOURCES HERE


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/paper-playground-for-learning
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/paper-playground-for-learning
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/paper-playground-for-learning
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/paper-playground-for-learning
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/lets-make-music
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/lets-make-music
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/lets-make-music
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/lets-make-music
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/talk-math-parent/simon-says-roll
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/talk-math-parent/simon-says-roll
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/talk-math-parent/simon-says-roll
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/talk-math-parent

WHAT IS &58
BETTER BEGINNINGS"

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT

OR, check us out on social media.

000006

Better Beginnings | DCCECE, Attn: Better Beginnings, PO Box 1437, Slot S150,
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ARBetterBeginnings/
https://twitter.com/archildcare
https://www.youtube.com/user/ARBetterBeginnings
https://www.pinterest.com/betterbeginning/
https://www.instagram.com/arkansasbetterbeginnings/
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE



