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better beginnings

EVERY CHILD DESERVES OUR BEST

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

Curiosity is a powerful mindset, especially in young children. The more curious they are,
the more they discover. The more they discover, the more they learn. You play a key role
in cultivating and answering children’s curiosity, laying a strong foundation from which they
will grow and find success. We call this “Reaching for the Stars.”

You can cultivate discovery and curiosity in the children around you using thescience
resources included in this edition of The Buzz or the free curriculum located on the Better
Beginnings website. The activities in these resources will make learning fun. Keep
reading to find events where you can discover and learn new things that will enhance the
quality of your facility.

This is always a busy but exciting time of the school year. | encourage you to slow down
and take the time to bring discovery and fun into your life and into the lives of the children
you interact with every day.

Until next time,
e NssuouD)

Kelli Hilburn
BETTER BEGINNINGS PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD

JOIN US IN OUR GOAL THIS YEAR TO

REACH FOR THE STARS

CLICK TO LEARN MORE



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools/center-based-care/reach-for-the-stars

VIDEO
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WATCH NOW %

Teaching children about the weather is like opening up a treasure chest of natural
wonders. Watch the video below to see how it's done. Then duplicate this fun activity
in your classroom for ultimate fun!

Cooler days bring
opportunities for outdoor
adventures. Make the
outside your classroom
with this resource and
foster in your students a
love for the natural world
today, so they may come
to care for it tomorrow.

Want to spark curiosity
and the fun of discovery
in young learners? Bring
them the magic of taste
and touch with taste-safe
materials. Find a list of
suggested materials in
this resource.

This activity is sure to get
little minds churning with
discovery as the mystery
of how rain works is
unlocked for the children
in your classroom. Their
eyes are sure to light up
with discovery.



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/outdoor-activities/sticks-stones-creativity
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/play-is-learning/sensory-play
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science/rainstorm-in-a-jar

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

' LEARNING
IS FUN!

AR Resource Connections Resource
Connections

Check out AR Resources Connections’ library of
resources that provide practical tools, handbooks and
guidance on topics such as budgeting, human
resources and more for providers.

Learn More

Curriculum & Supplements

Looking for some additional curriculum pieces for
your classroom? Check out the free supplements on
the Better Beginnings website for research-based,
developmentally appropriate materials that provide
creative learning opportunities for infants, toddlers
and preschoolers.

. View Curriculum

UPCOMING

AECA Conference

Come see us in Little Rock October 12-14, 2023 at the 61st Annual Arkansas Early
Childhood Association Conference! We're excited to not only see you but to learn
more about how we can help children learn through play.

Join the Pine Bluff Early Childhood Association for a fun Halloween-themed event on
Monday, October 30 in Pine Bluff — the Trunk or Treat Literacy Walk. Contact

Jacqueline Riley to RSVP.

Learn More

Join our friends at A-State Childhood Services for a Saturday of fun and learning in

Trunk or Treat Literacy Walk

Super Saturday - Save the Date!



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/ar-resource-connections
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/curriculum-supplements
https://arkansasearlychildhood.org/conference/
mailto:jacqueline.riley@np.edu
https://arkansasearlychildhood.org/affiliates/pine-bluff/

Magnolia on November 4, 2023. Share ideas and make connections with other
providers in your area. Register today!

Learn More

Better Beginnings is focused on making quality child care more accessible to
families of young children across Arkansas. More high-quality access means
more kids are better prepared for kindergarten. To meet this objective, Better
Beginnings encourages providers to improve their facility's star ratings. Below are
the most recent facilities to advance their quality standards.

STAREROVIDERS

The following program is now a 6-star Better Beginnings provider:

e Lil Hawks Preschool Center, Center Ridge

- IVESUAR PROVIDERS

The following programs are now 5-star Better Beginnings providers:

e ABC Children's Academy and Developmental Center, Dover
¢ Boone Park Elementary Pre-K Program, North Little Rock
e |Lamar Elementary School, Lamar

The following programs are now 4-star Better Beginnings providers:

ABC Children's Academy Dover Campus 3, Dover
Calico Rock Head Start, Calico Rock

Clarksville ARVAC Head Start, Clarksville
Friendship Pediatric Services, Pottsville

Harp Pre-K, Springdale

Highland Head Start, Highland

Hope Public School ABC Pre-K, Hope

Kareer Kids CDC, Cabot

Kindergrove, Rogers

Midland Tiny Tots Too, Pleasant Plains

Ozark Opportunities Inc Early Head Start, Mountain Home
PCSSD Cato Elementary, Sherwood

Russellville ARVAC Head Start, Russellville
Springdale Head Start, Springdale

Walker's Learning Academy, Wynne

Winston's Tender Care, Pine Bluff



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ohWdHKJjZTfPwVybM_Qye4V5lnQwj9JI4QMhZZha2Zn_XNtw2VUyoRj7mKj4jfURb2Cgn-d09LN3ofU8-TAw9wOu_JrU1nZwrkzYp0QDctr2Y4g43q2NIaJq6bs3oLjJFJaOtvhufk-az0PfFsvRhg==&c=w97ibhtMfP0ty_dSJLlv--1T3yUVB9bEiud8Bcnn44LgQ3daoZJjdg==&ch=7BfHmF3Jxsa4XVgy7A7p4S1WiW43cpSml05zp9sC_-IHZ3SH9TibDA==
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TREEOSEAR PRUVIDERS

The following programs are now 3-star Better Beginnings providers:

Early Years Place Moore, Searcy

First Step, Malvern

First Step of Glenwood, Glenwood

The After School Program at Young Elementary, Springdale
The After School Program at JB Hunt Elementary, Springdale
Springdale Early Learning Academy West, Springdale
Caterpillar Clubhouse of Siloam Springs, Siloam Springs
Bright Beginnings, Prescott

Lonoke First United Methodist Church Child Care Center, Lonoke
Countryview Preschool LLC, Marion

First United Methodist Church, Rogers

S TAKMKBROVIDERS

The following programs are now 2-star Better Beginnings providers:

e Casa Castillo - Terra, Bentonville
e Pugs and Kisses, Fayetteville
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There are no new 1-star Better Beginnings providers.

Star Level Kit

Congratulations on reaching that next star level! Share your accomplishment with
your client families and community with the resources located in the Star Level Kit
on the Better Beginnings website.

Visit our
Website
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WHAT IS &€
BETTER BEGINNINGS?

Better Beginnings means better opportunities. Investing in quality child
care for all Arkansas children creates better opportunities for our children,
families, workforce and communities.

Visit our
Website

)



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/star-kits
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/star-kits
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Better-Beginnings/359440950750204
https://twitter.com/archildcare
https://www.instagram.com/arkansasbetterbeginnings/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ARBetterBeginnings
https://www.pinterest.com/betterbeginning/_saved/

€ arkansasbetter..
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Arkansas Better Beginnings
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?'»?! x Better Beginnings is Arkansas' tiered quality rating improvement system for

Efni - * child care, early education, and school-age programs that have gone above and
. . beyond the state minimum requirements. Better Beginnings is administered by

betterbegmmngs the Arkansas Department of Education and Office of Early Childhood.

EVERY CHILD DESERVES OUR BEST

Better Beginnings | OEC, Attn: Better Beginnings, PO Box 1437, Slot S150,
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437

Unsubscribe info@arbetterbeginnings.com

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent byinfo@arbetterbeginnings.compowered by

O Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:info@arbetterbeginnings.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&pn=smartmediaconsulting&nav=655006c7-2d44-429d-9350-f480cbf67af4
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&pn=smartmediaconsulting&nav=655006c7-2d44-429d-9350-f480cbf67af4

	AECA Conference
	Star Level Kit



