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A NOTE FROM

BETTER BEGINNINGS
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR
KELLI HILBURN

Hello! I'm Kelli Hilburn, the new program
administrator for Better Beginnings.

I am excited to be part of the quality child care
team. Better Beginnings is vital to ensuring all
children have access to quality care. I will work
to ensure your child is healthy and safe in their
program while keeping you informed of any
changes.

November is all about literacy and we have a
fun activity you can do with your child to bring
literacy and thankfulness together: a gratitude
chain!

Make strips out of the paper you have available (reusing junk mail envelopes
is a great source of paper) and write down what your kids say they are
thankful for. The funnier their answers, the better. Modeling writing for your
child helps them develop their writing skills so make sure they see you write.
You can find out more about how a child starts writing by viewing our
Making Their Mark resource from the Family Resource Library.

Once you have their responses written down, help the kids put the strips of
words together in a chain. This is a great activity for children to learn new
words and explore the feeling of gratitude.



We are looking for the next Arkansas Outstanding Early Childhood Professional
Keep reading for information on how to nominate someone and for more
literacy resources on making kids into readers.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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LITERACY
RESOURCES

Here are great resources to help you make readers out of your young children.
You can find more resources on a variety of topics in our Family Resource
Library.

Make Reading Fun

Bring Beoks te lLife
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With Infants:

With Toddlers and Preschoolers:

 Raad and lay ith books every iy Mile 15
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Want to build a reader? Start
when they're young! Playing
with a book and flipping the

building a strong foundation
pages gets kids on the right to "raise a reader".

Babies aren't too young for

Open the doors to learning
books! Here's a guide on

and adventure with a visit to
your local library! This
resource shows you how to
bring those "books to life"
resource.

while you're reading them to
Raising a Reader - Baby's
Make Reading Fun First Year

track. Learn more with this

your kids.

Bring Books to Life



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-familiesfamily-resource-library/literacy
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library
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Got Books?

Are you needing books for your little readers? Check
out the Dolly Parton Imagination Library! It is
a book-gifting program that provides free, high-
quality books to eligible children from birth to five
(5) years old.

Parents, legal guardians, and other authorized
adults can register eligible children for the Library.

Curricula Concepts Inc. is offering the following trainings online via Zoom for
families. Pre-registration is required. If the participant must cancel for any

reason, please let Curricula Concepts know as soon as possible. Spots are
limited and there may be a waiting list.

Click on the training title to register.

Responsive Caregiving

e November 2, 2021 - 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Healthy Media for Young Children

e November 9, 2021 - 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Parenting With Purpose: Self-Control

e November 10, 2021 - 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
How Children Learn Through Play

e November 11, 2021 - 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
Self-Control

e November 30, 2021 - 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Family Cafe: The Importance of Self-Care

e December 9, 2021 - 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/resource-library/making-reading-fun-english
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/literacy-parentraising-reader-baby%E2%80%99s-first-year
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-familiesfamily-resource-library/literacy/bring-books-life
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/resource-library/making-reading-fun-english
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/literacy-parentraising-reader-baby%E2%80%99s-first-year
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-familiesfamily-resource-library/literacy/bring-books-life
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/

NOMINATIONS OPEN :(@):

Arkansas Outstanding Early Childhood Professional

The Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education is looking for the
next Arkansas Outstanding Early Childhood Professional. This award honors
the significant contributions a professional makes to the early childhood and
education field.

To qualify, nominees must:

Meet minimum licensing requirements for child care staff

Be employed by a licensed provider in good standing

Have taught an early childhood classroom for at least three years
Plan to remain in early childhood for the 2022-2023 fiscal year
Be willing and able to serve as an early childhood ambassador

The winning professional will serve on committees, represent early childhood
educators in the media as needed and be featured on media and social media
outlets.

The nomination packet can be found on the Better Beginnings website.

The deadline to nominate someone is January 21, 2022.

Click here for the nomination packet.

PANDEMIC
GUIDELINES F\

Just a quick reminder that you can always Or, click here to download the PDF or

find the most updated Pandemic screenshot the document and save to
Guidelines from Arkansas DHS on our your phone for quick access!
website.

As COVID-19 circumstances change daily,
Find the Trending tab and then click the  Arkansas DHS and the Division of Child

COVID Advice and Resources for Care and Early Childhood Education will
Families button. monitor and adjust these guidelines
as needed.

ARKANSAS DHS PANDEMIC GUIDELINES FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/sites/default/files/pdf_files/AOECP_2022_Nomination_Form.pdf
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT

OR, check us out on social media.
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