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EVERY CHILD DESERVES OUR BEST

-

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

I’'m continually blown away by the dedication and passion you have in your work with
children and your drive in reaching for the stars to improve the quality of your care. You
show up every day and bring play-based learning experiences to your classroom to get
the children in your classroom ready for kindergarten and life. Your work also supports the
families of Arkansas and is key to thriving communities. Better Beginnings is proud to be



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools/center-based-care/reach-for-the-stars
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools/center-based-care/reach-for-the-stars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUl5SQ77L9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUl5SQ77L9U
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/sorting-sacks-and-similar-stuff
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/make-it-math
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/paper-playground
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=smartmediaconsulting&nav=5b2770c3-ae47-4ccf-b76e-0201dc8e3d8f

your partner.

To that end, we have exciting things to share in this month’s edition of theBuzz. First,
you'll find three math resources with fun activities that can help children learn important
math skills to get kindergarten-ready. You'll also find information about the Arkansas
Career Pathways Institute, this year’s Arkansas Children’s Week theme, and the latest
round of star approvals.

As Arkansas’s workforce behind the workforce, you are invaluable to our communities and
families. | hope you find joy in your work and know that what you do is greatly appreciated.

Until next time,
(EITYUR WIS

Kelli Hilburn
BETTER BEGINNINGS PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR
OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
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JOIN US IN OUR GOAL THIS YEAR TO

REACH FOR THE STARS

CLICK TO LEARN MORE
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Enhancing quality leads to better outcomes for children and families. One way you
can continually improve is to reach for the next star level! Watch this video to hear
from some of your fellow providers why continuous quality improvement is important.
Then, head to the Provider Tools section on the Better Beginnings website to get
started.



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math
https://arpathways.com/
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools/center-based-care/reach-for-the-stars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71QD6qjCcXQ

Mot just where's the financial aspect. |
toit, where's the bonds aspect To !



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71QD6qjCcXQ

Sorting Sacks and Similar Stuff

sty roushoes

Sorting activities help
children learn colors and
shapes while developing
fine motor and problem-
solving skills. See how
you can bring these
activities into your
classroom with this
resource. Available in

Espaiiol.

MATH

1 math with thesefun hands-on acivities

MAK!

ARBetterBeginnings.com - 1-501

Help children learn
numbers and develop
their fine motor skills with
the play-based activities
in this resource. With this
knowledge, they can start
kindergarten with
confidence. Available in

Espaiiol.

Children learn through
play. On days when

being outside isn’t
possible, build an indoor
playground! Check out
this resource for
instructions to turn your
classroom into a haven of
fun. Available in Espanol.

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

LEARNING
IS FUN!



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/sorting-sacks-and-similar-stuff
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/espanol/biblioteca-de-recursos/matematicas/clasificacion-de-sacos-y-cosas-similares
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/sorting-sacks-and-similar-stuff
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/make-it-math
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/espanol/biblioteca-de-recursos/matematicas/hagalo-matematico
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/make-it-math
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/paper-playground
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/espanol/biblioteca-de-recursos/matematicas/area-de-juegos-de-papel-para-el-aprendizaje-divertido
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/math/paper-playground

LAST CALL for Arkansas Outstanding
Early Childhood Professional
Nominations

Nominate a colleague to be named the next
Arkansas Outstanding Early Childhood
Professional! This award honors an early care
and education provider whose dedication to the
children and families in Arkansas is unparalleled.
Find the application on the Better Beginnings
website today.

Learn More

School Readiness Assistance Wait List

Due to increased participation and high demand
for the School Readiness Assistance (SRA)
program, a waitlist has been implemented for
eligible families who apply after February 15,
2025. This does NOT affect families currently
participating in the program if redetermination
documentation is received on time. Learn more
about this announcement on the Arkansas
Department of Education website.

Learn More

Arkansas Pathways Initiative

Eligible parents of children under 21 years old
looking to further their job training or education
can find support from the Arkansas Career
Pathways Initiative (CPI). Participants receive
monetary assistance for tuition and other
expenses incurred when pursuing higher
education. Eighty-one percent of those who
complete the program find employment within six
months. Learn more about eligibility
requirements and services available on the CPI
website.

Learn More


https://arpathways.com/
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools
https://arpathways.com/
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/school-readiness-assistance-program
https://arpathways.com/
https://arpathways.com/

UPCOMING

EVENTS

Visit our Website

Arkansas Children's Week
April 5-11, 2025

Our friends at A-State Childhood Services have announced the theme for Arkansas
Children’s Week 2025 — Fall in Love with Reading! Watch their social media for
training dates to learn how you can share books and stories with children of all ages.
Before you go, share with them how you fell in love with reading through the link
below!

Register Here

Blue at the Zoo
Thursday, April 3, Little Rock

In honor of Child Abuse Prevention Month, you’re invited to the “Blue at the Zoo”
event at the Little Rock Zoo on Thursday, April 3 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. This free event
is hosted by the Arkansas Division of Children and Family Services and focuses on
strengthening families and preventing child abuse. As a participant, you'll have the
opportunity to set up a table and share information about the services you provide
with all who attend. If your organization would like to participate, RSVP to
Brenda.Suarez@dhs.arkansas.gov by Friday, March 14.



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-calls
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEi7qukHwFKcrUOt1O_NqE-dZi2c9esoUSBb1yzBB9HjxjuQ/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/AStateChildhoodServices
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEi7qukHwFKcrUOt1O_NqE-dZi2c9esoUSBb1yzBB9HjxjuQ/viewform
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-calls
mailto:Brenda.Suarez@dhs.arkansas.gov
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Congratulations on reaching that next star level! Share your achievement with your
client-families and community using our Star Kit. Find it on our website today.
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The following program is now 6-star Better Beginnings provider:

e Tuckerman ABC Preschool, Tuckerman

FOUR:S TARIBROVIDERS

The following programs are now 4-star Better Beginnings providers:

e 1st Presbyterian Child Care Center
e Character Kids, Bentonville

AREE AR PX IDER:



https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/star-kits

The following programs are now 3-star Better Beginnings providers:

ARCHILD INC, Little Rock

Childcare Network #205, Little Rock

Childcare Network #301, Conway

Excellence Learning Academy, Jacksonville

Janna's Little Angels #2, Little Rock

Jumpstart Learning Center, Hope

Loyd's Little Land @ The Pre-School Inc, Rogers
Miracle Kids Success Academy of Paragould, Paragould
The Stay & Play, Horatio
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The following programs are now 2-star Better Beginnings providers:

e Kozy Korner Childcare, Marked Tree
e Nu Beginnings, Little Rock
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The following programs are now 1-star Better Beginnings providers:

e Kingdom Castle Academy, El Dorado
e LITTLE SAINTS CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER, Searcy

Level Up Resource

Looking to increase your star level? Check out ourProvider Tools to get started!

Visit our Website
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https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools

Better Beginnings means better opportunities. Investing in quality early
care and education for all Arkansas children creates better opportunities
for our children, families, workforce and communities.

Visit our
Website

® arkansasbetter...
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Arkansas Better Baginnings
We welcome followers to interact with our content:
however, we reserve the right to delete any inappropriate.

offensive or inaccurate language.
linkshop.biz/arkansasbetterbeginnings Fon Moa‘
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4 Better Beginnings is Arkansas's tiered quality rating and improvement system for
ﬁ «* child care, early education, and school-aged programs that have gone above and
g v s beyond the state minimum requirements. Better Beginnings is administered by the
better beQIn nings Arkansas Department of Education Office of Early Childhood.

EVERY CHILD DESERVES OUR BEST

Better Beginnings | OEC Attn: Better Beginnings PO Box 1437, Slot S150 | Little Rock, AR 72203-
1437 US
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