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Literacy is the focus for this month's newsletter 
so I want to take a moment to talk about 
writing.

Learning to write starts at a young age with 
scribbling! That's right, scribbling is a child 
learning about the mechanics of writing. 
Scribbling and other activities that require them 
to use their hands will prepare them for the day 
when they can hold a pencil.

Check out the Making Their Mark resource on 
the Better Beginnings website for ways you can 
help your child develop their fine motor skills. 
That will get their hands ready to hold a pencil.

Big things are happening this year! Encourage other families to sign up for the
Buzz so they can stay informed, too.

Thank you for being part of our community. I can't wait to see where this year
takes us.

Kelli Hilburn
BETTER BEGINNINGS PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR
DIVISION OF CHILD CARE AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
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Here are great resources for literacy fun this month. You can find more
resources on a variety of topics in our Family Resource Library.

This classic children's book is
ideal for having fun while
teaching your child about

color and animals. The
rhythmic text inspires a

playful experience. Have fun!

What begins as scribbles will
one day be your child's

expression of his thoughts
and creativity. This resource

shows how you can help
make that happen.

Word play is an open-ended
opportunity for learning
through play. It leads to
discovery of new words,

some of which are just plain
silly!

What do you see? Making Their Mark Word Play
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How ARPA Benefits You
Child care centers in Arkansas that were
licensed on or before March 11, 2021 are
eligible for grants that are funded by the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). The
impact of those grants will be felt by you
and your child through:

Improved playgrounds
More classroom materials
Centers reaching higher star levels
Better quality care
And much more!

Learn more about these grants on the
Division of Child and Early Childhood
Education website.
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BehaviorHelp is Here to Help
BehaviorHelp is a program
dedicated to keeping children in
preschool programs from being
suspended or expelled. The
consultants take a holistic
approach to meet the needs of
children experiencing challenging
behaviors.

Partners from the Division of
Child Care and Early Childhood
Education, the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences
and Arkansas State University
Childhood Services work with
providers across Arkansas to
reduce suspension and
expulsion.

Since launching in 2016, the
BehaviorHelp team has
responded to over 1,800
requests. Expulsion is prevented 97% of the time.

If your child is experiencing challenging behaviors at school, make sure your
provider knows about this resource. They can request assistance through the
BehaviorHelp website.
Text Link
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You can always find the most updated
Pandemic Guidelines from Arkansas
DHS on our website.

Find the Trending tab and then click the
COVID Advice and Resources for
Families button.

Or, click here to download the PDF or
screenshot the document and save to
your phone for quick access!

As COVID-19 circumstances change daily,
Arkansas DHS and the Division of Child
Care and Early Childhood Education will
monitor and adjust these guidelines
as needed.

ARKANSAS DHS PANDEMIC GUIDELINES FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT

OR, check us out on social media.

http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=smartmediaconsulting&nav=d2e9b2e6-02c5-4ae3-bf53-e25363873da1



