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It's wintertime so let's talk about winter safety.
It's tempting to keep children indoors when it's
cold outside. However, they need fresh air and
outdoor play year-round.

Here's how you can keep them safe when playing
in cold temperatures:

Dress children in layers

Hats and gloves are a must

Make sure children are drinking plenty of water
Keep clothes dry

Find these tips and ways to have outdoor fun this winter using the Activities
for a Wonderful Winter resource on the Better Beginnings website.

I want to close out 2021 with a thank you for all the hard work you have done
this year. You are the workforce behind Arkansas's workforce. Your work has
not gone unnoticed.

If you haven't applied for an ARPA grant, do so today! This is funding you
deserve and there's plenty to go around. Get those applications in so you can
get the additional funding and continue to make a difference in the lives of
Arkansas families.

We are beginning 2022 with science! Keeping reading for science resources.
Also, the deadline to nominate the next Arkansas Outstanding Early Childhood
Professional is fast approaching. Don't wait to hominate someone.

Happy New Year!

[CTYPR\NINIERN
Kelli Hilburn

BETTER BEGINNINGS PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR
DIVISION OF CHILD CARE AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/great-activities-for-a-wonderful-winter

ARPA FUNDING

AVAILABLE
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DCCECE Accepting Applications

The Division of Child Care and Early
Childhood Education (DCCECE) is
accepting applications for grants
funded by the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA). All licensed child care
providers are eligible for a grant, no
matter their Better Beginnings status.

There is enough funding available for
all providers in Arkansas so apply
today for these much deserved funds!

The funding can be used in a variety
of ways including:

e Improvements to your centers
¢ Staff bonuses
e Operational costs

Apply for as many grants as you want through the online portal. A link to the

American Rescue Plan Proposal
Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education

Funding to assist facilities in obtaining a
higher level of quality. Eligible subgrant
amounts were determined based on a cost
analysis of the amount necessary to move up.
one level in quality.

Operational
Funding to assist facilities in paying
operatior d during the

facilities will be awarded a subgrant amount
based on the type and amount of increased
capacity. Funding will cover minor

renov. f existing classrooms,
classroom start-up, or partnerships
businesses to support essential workers by
expanding or opening an on-site campus.

Supply Building - $25M
o

portal was sent to the email on file with Licensing.

Find more information on the DCCECE website.

Contact Thomas Sheppard at Thomas.Sheppard@dhs.arkansas.gov with

any questions you have.
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Essential Worker Child Care -$130M
Funding to continue assisting Arkansas's
Essential Workforce in paying for child
care services. Essential Worker Child
Care will be extended through
September 2024 or until funding has
been exhausted.

TEACH Scholarship Program -$40M
Funding to cover scholarships for early
childhood teachers to obtain a degree or
credential in the field. Funding will be
dissemninated out by the Arkansas Early
Childhood Association using the national
TEACH model.

ADMINISTRATIVE - $11M***

“*Adminisratve budget s S3M from Stabiization and $8M
from tal Discretionary Funds.
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Funding to cover 22 personnel to assist
with the implementation of Stabilization
and Supplemental Discretionary Funds.

IT Upgrades and Other - $7M
Funding to cover IT upgrades for
internally and externally facing systems.
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Division of Child Care
Early Childhood Education
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BehaviorHelp is Here to Help

DHS Division of Child Care and Early Education
BehaviorHelp

BehaviorHelp is a holistic approach to meet the needs of children who experier ence challengng behavors
i Education (DCCECE), the

University of Arkansas.

“IMy consuttant] was great. She gave me and my teacher a ot of hope and stateges ..
she helped us get through some very challenging times." - Child Car

Benefits

v healthy, child, social i
v , skils, child ca
providers and families.
' Reduces suspensions and expulsions of young children
¥ Creates consistency of care for the child “

How to Get Help

Submita roquest atwyw behaierheloonline rg. A (elp team member at DCCECE will call to
learn more about your needs and assign a techn PR »ca rovider or early childhood mental health
ot to omat 7o

Whatcan Iexpect’

Why work to reduce suspensions and expulsions?

When chidren aro suspended o expeled. nobody bark MstnIsmlsswnk nd provders lose
||||||| I
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BehaworHeIp Works!
~/SI e laur hlgl in 2016, the BehaviorHelp team has responded to more than 1,800 requests.
re than
na

“It wasn't about a magic 'fix it.' That was hard at first,
but | am much more happy with the skills | learned
al J her

Some behaviors in children require a
different approach. BehaviorHelp
consultants work with you to find the
approach that will support the child to
resolve any challenging behaviors they
experience.

The Division of Child Care and Early
Childhood Education (DCCECE), the
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences,
and Arkansas State University Childhood
Services partner in this program to bring you
a plan to support the child and reduce
challenging behavior.

Consultants will gladly help you address any

challenging behavior. All you have to do is ask. Request assistance through the

BehaviorHelp website.


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/sites/default/files/BehaviorHelp%2012.21.pdf
https://www.behaviorhelponline.org/
https://www.behaviorhelponline.org/

NOMINATIONS OPEN :

Arkansas Outstanding Early Childhood
Professional Nominations Due January 2022

Time is running out to nominate the next Arkansas
Outstanding Early Childhood Professional! Nominations
are due January 21, 2022. If you know an early
childhood professional who deserves this award, get the
nomination packet soon.

To qualify, nominees must:

e Meet minimum licensing requirements for child care staff
Be employed by a licensed provider in good standing
Have taught an early childhood classroom for at least three years
Plan to remain in early childhood for the 2022-2023 fiscal year
Be willing and able to serve as an early childhood ambassador

The winning professional will serve on committees, represent early childhood
educators in the media as needed and be featured on media and social media
outlets.

The nomination packet can be found on the Better Beginnings website.

Click here for the nomination packet.


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/sites/default/files/pdf_files/AOECP_2022_Nomination_Form.pdf
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/sites/default/files/pdf_files/AOECP_2022_Nomination_Form.pdf

PANDEMIC
GUIDELINES

You can always find the most updated
Pandemic Guidelines from Arkansas
DHS on our website.

Find the Trending tab and then click
the COVID Advice and Resources
for Families button.

Or, click here to download the PDF
or screenshot the document and
save to your phone for quick
access!

As COVID-19 circumstances change
daily, Arkansas DHS and the Division of
Child Care and Early Childhood
Education will monitor and adjust
these guidelines as needed.

--------
------------

Division of Child Care & Early Childhood Education
P.0. Box 1437, Siot 5150, Little Rock, AR 72203-1437
P- 501.682.8590 F- 501 683.6060 TDD: 501.662.1550

PANDEMIC GUIDELINES

Administrative Procedures
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3. The faciity shall notify the Ararsns Degartmnt o Hoalth o 0335040155 egch tine s
employee or chikd at thekr facity tests pastive for COVID-19,

Group Size
1L mmdmmnmmmmmm Smaller groups mesn

fewer potential exposures.
2. Keeping chidren i the same assigned group each day reduces the likelhood of potential
exposure. Minimize mixing between groups to limit potential spread.

‘General Health Requirements

1. To the extent possbie, do not allow sick people Into the facity Including Individuals who
mmyumefelmm
Atemperature of 100.4°F or above
b Have had 2 temperature of 100.4°F or above In the last 48 hours
. Signs or symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty

dose contact with the positive person, uniess the individual meets the criteria of
#2 below.
2. Individuals will not have to mlmmmdnumm
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Have remained asymptomatic sing
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Remember to report positive COVID-19 cases among your staff or the children
in your care to the COVID Call Center. The center is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The number is 833-504-0155. The call

center is closed during Arkansas State holidays.

Reporting these cases will help ensure the safety of your staff and client-

families.

ARKANSAS DHS PANDEMIC GUIDELINES FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/sites/default/files/Child-Care-Pandemic-Requirements-8.9.2021.pdf
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/sites/default/files/Child-Care-Pandemic-Requirements-8.9.2021.pdf

BETTER BEGINNINGS
STAR APPROVA L_S
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Better Beginnings is focused on making quality child care more accessible
to families of young children across Arkansas. More high-quality access
means more kids are better prepared for kindergarten.

The following programs are now 3-star Better Beginnings providers:

e Little Sprouts Learning Center, Little Rock
e Pediatrics Plus Development Preschool, Arkadelphia
e Pediatrics Plus Development Preschool, North Little Rock

The following programs are now 2-star Better Beginnings providers:

Home Away From Home, Ashdown
Noah's Ark Daycare, Ashdown

Teach Play to Learn, Little Rock
Pumpkin Patch Pre-K, Siloam Springs

If you are a Better Beginnings provider and are interested in moving up in star
ratings, click here.

REMINDER: Programs getting funding through the voucher program must be
a 2-star provider by June 30, 2022.

LEARN MORE ABOUT MOVING UP IN STAR RATINGS




Help your client-families continue the learning at home by sharing these

science resources from our Family Resource Library.

STATES OF MATTER Gempeternes E28

very day, ven vt
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Chliento work her muscis

youcan do outidefor fun.

1.Go ona scavenger hunt.

- For e nes, draw pctures o tape cutout gz pictues 103 sheet o
paper
Cotectyous themst home foran rt rject.

2. Make ers
You can make i feeder by appying lrd mised i bidseed 1 st
anything
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5. Play games.
Pretendis the Winter Ot

ARBetterBeginnings.com « 1-501-682-8590

States of Matter Activities for a Wonderful

Winter
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Inspire Discovery


https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science-parent
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-familiesfamily-resource-library/states-matter
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/great-activities-for-a-wonderful-winter
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-familiesresource-library/inspire-discovery
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-familiesfamily-resource-library/states-matter
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/great-activities-for-a-wonderful-winter
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-familiesresource-library/inspire-discovery

WHAT IS &5
BETTER BEGINNINGS’

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT

OR, check us out on social media.
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|' N l & Better Beginnings is Arkansas's quality rating improvementsystem A R K A N § A §
I‘ @ & * for child care, early education and school-age programs thathave @DEPARTMENT OF
L ___N gone above and beyond the state minimum requirements. Better W Hum

bettel’ beg inni NQJS Beginnings Is administered by the Arkansas Department of Human
s SERVICES

EVERY CHILD DESERVES Our 8esT  Services Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education.

Better Beginnings | DCCECE, Attn: Better Beginnings, PO Box 1437, Slot S150,
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437


https://www.facebook.com/ARBetterBeginnings/
https://twitter.com/archildcare
https://www.youtube.com/user/ARBetterBeginnings
https://www.pinterest.com/betterbeginning/
https://www.instagram.com/arkansasbetterbeginnings/
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&nav=8ab9aa07-3d5a-4687-895f-a00477201b5a
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