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A NOTE FROM BETTER BEGINNINGS
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR KELLI HILBURN

There are three words anyone can use to describe
Arkansas child care providers: strong, inspiring,
and caring. Other words are applicable but these
stand out in my mind.

You are strong because you face challenges every
day and always persevere through some of the
hardest days.

You are inspiring because you always want what
is best for the children in your care and will go to
great lengths to see that done.

You are caring because you comfort a child when
they cry, you make silly faces until a sad child smiles, and you help children
process the big emotions that they don't know how to comprehend.

Thank you. I wish you could hear that every day. Thank you for standing in the
face of great challenges. Thank you for giving a child comfort. Thank you for
being there for the families of Arkansas when they need you the most.

Thank you.

Kelli Hilburn
BETTER BEGINNINGS PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR
DIVISION OF CHILD CARE AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION



THE 2022 ARKANSAS OUTSTANDING
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROFESSIONAL IS...

Amber Scott from Grace Discovery Center in
Hensley!

Amber is the center director and has worked in
early education for nearly 15 years, having been in
this field since she was 19. She worked in the
classroom before becoming the director at Grace
Discovery Center. When asked why she became
part of the early childhood profession, she said:

"From an early age I knew I wanted to be around
children. I was in and out of foster homes as a
child and had no constant person. I knew I wanted
to be that for someone. Little did I know it would
be 100s of someones. The need to show young

children love, support and consistency is what influenced me."

Congratulations, Amber! Thank you for your dedication and all you do for the
children and families of Arkansas.



We love to see YOU interacting with children. With permission from your
client-families, send pictures of yourself interacting with the children in your
care to lmosley@comgroup.com. You might be featured on the Better
Beginnings social media channels. Don't forget to tell us what you're doing in
the photo!

Need ideas? Check out the Family Resource Library on the Better
Beginnings website for fun activities.

mailto:lmosley@comgroup.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHafefmTf3jkUtnxlEKYxT0_eWWyvvzIrcaKNoFXVwilL8nSfehwfU-00VXW2fMATf5qaJnloJB4YUgbxYtBMvyJ79OsB_OilvDjn_IilPd8uuYhOJU2z1V0QPpBTXPXIAcZQFfTO30nDYEJ0K1axqnTPjTbrZyVcSw==&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library


Help your client-families continue the learning at home by sharing these
literacy resources from our Family Resource Library.

Make Reading Fun Better Beginnings with
Books

Bring Books to Life

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txjakZRt-taS2iR_clAM37cIYznGNt17chKvagulyhGrQm2G0Tk3ylwtK_OG5maoXHha21v4fO-gX83qzEUX5cDM1ZOROcW7faaPzDTlbObOVB5J8N68_tIhuKjRv75QwD1TFKKL_TXwhdCMw0d-hV8Tx4X0AedTEvPpVe9aX9zpwk=&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHafefmTf3jkUtnxlEKYxT0_eWWyvvzIrcaKNoFXVwilL8nSfehwfU-00VXW2fMATf5qaJnloJB4YUgbxYtBMvyJ79OsB_OilvDjn_IilPd8uuYhOJU2z1V0QPpBTXPXIAcZQFfTO30nDYEJ0K1axqnTPjTbrZyVcSw==&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHafefmTf3jkUtnxlEKYxT0_eWWyvvzIrcaKNoFXVwilL8nSfehwfU-00VXW2fMATf5qaJnloJB4YUgbxYtBMvyJ79OsB_OilvDjn_IilPd8uuYhOJU2z1V0QPpBTXPXIAcZQFfTO30nDYEJ0K1axqnTPjTbrZyVcSw==&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txj6tREje5FfBO1EvR_0Ap9sUUH2JfR3wIURwHsRKtGKCyNMrBXvpXuTZb6Ttc5NQdGf4liXqGkf-nF-JUYGuiYo13RBP9xhU6cVK0z4Gq-Tl9vyG0AHllinS5XLDLY5nMwrhZ3U-O5Qh73aaKe2biqZrFmJXxvk15GlQ0Yrfr7lqmLEhiA1DOaSy3DZk16XXpt&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txjIso-N0ejDBx3MR97MrGHEAUZqqzw_UCVe0K4L4wEokbL8RMkQFbErCUkD7HAio2jl1FqlCE4c76PkP40oC2nd7baVRWADzXQh_zDHW14wYZZQaez6JRXQH6sTerJPoThTJg-nXFjO2B6lL7yHQuKIvdH7yYQMz1PB_XrxPAIWdaZmlhPf8R1I6A9ioxacaKjcvXUB0lCPiE=&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txj5CvJK0BQ-2_pkuColezr1lCKq9dJRsLsGfitS4S0Rnj3PKgQvpVlSY1Qpd8ifopurZJiiA14OrD_1UJMVj1mr3KjhSl_cmi7B8_KWjTfEPDV5cUHbhX0VzyCm-SB1IGtesa9jxzbpqhyz6pkbwB6Sjxk3VwGCYgKvhsQ3r8n0Dw7xZPKdKh6JHrToqRY7Qhz&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txj6tREje5FfBO1EvR_0Ap9sUUH2JfR3wIURwHsRKtGKCyNMrBXvpXuTZb6Ttc5NQdGf4liXqGkf-nF-JUYGuiYo13RBP9xhU6cVK0z4Gq-Tl9vyG0AHllinS5XLDLY5nMwrhZ3U-O5Qh73aaKe2biqZrFmJXxvk15GlQ0Yrfr7lqmLEhiA1DOaSy3DZk16XXpt&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txjIso-N0ejDBx3MR97MrGHEAUZqqzw_UCVe0K4L4wEokbL8RMkQFbErCUkD7HAio2jl1FqlCE4c76PkP40oC2nd7baVRWADzXQh_zDHW14wYZZQaez6JRXQH6sTerJPoThTJg-nXFjO2B6lL7yHQuKIvdH7yYQMz1PB_XrxPAIWdaZmlhPf8R1I6A9ioxacaKjcvXUB0lCPiE=&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txj5CvJK0BQ-2_pkuColezr1lCKq9dJRsLsGfitS4S0Rnj3PKgQvpVlSY1Qpd8ifopurZJiiA14OrD_1UJMVj1mr3KjhSl_cmi7B8_KWjTfEPDV5cUHbhX0VzyCm-SB1IGtesa9jxzbpqhyz6pkbwB6Sjxk3VwGCYgKvhsQ3r8n0Dw7xZPKdKh6JHrToqRY7Qhz&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==


Describe your job in one sentence:

I make sure licensed child care centers and
homes provide quality care to all children.

Favorite Children's book:

The Little House on the Prairie series.

Favorite toy as a child:

My favorite toy as a child was jacks. I could
  sit and play for hours.

When you were a child, what job did you want as an adult?

 I wanted to be a Pediatrician so I could take care of sick babies.

Which of these education topics do you enjoy most and why? Math, 
Science, or Literacy?

I enjoy Literacy the most. I love to read and I love to read to or with all my 
grandchildren.

Lisa Busch - Program Manager



If you are a Better Beginnings provider and are interested in moving up in star
ratings, click here.

Better Beginnings is focused on making quality child care more accessible
to families of young children across Arkansas. More high-quality access
means more kids are better prepared for kindergarten.

The following programs are now 2-star Better Beginnings providers:

Alice's Kids Wonderland, Jonesboro
Dunbar Creative Learning Center, Earle
Enrichment & Empowerment Academy, West Memphis
Touched By An Angel, Little Rock

The following programs are now 1-star Better Beginnings providers:

Cat Club Brookland School, Brookland
KidSpot, Marion

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers


The COVID-19 guidelines were
updated to reflect the current state of
the pandemic. As circumstances may
change daily, Arkansas DHS and the
Division of Child Care and Early
Childhood Education will monitor and
adjust these guidelines as
needed.

Find COVID Advice and Resources
in the footer of our website. Click
here to download the PDF or
screenshot the document and save to
your phone for quick access!

Child care providers are encouraged to
call the Department of Human Services
Division of Child Care and Early
Childhood Education, Child Care
Licensing at 501-320-6071 for answers to child care related COVID questions.

ARKANSAS DHS PANDEMIC GUIDELINES FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHYuzv7fI_txjQrGyjev3S62s7SFQgNpvABTNXasCzAacDvM3w3btEHKiRCpcXjTrPRAqwzskV5KkTsAinR3V1Vf6WQQo3b6Juo2iKXASWB0Oe7nBY0-8xXdvgS_YHZFAlZihMkQUzv3dAvUqifWa5CSX8bUbvarH69QjKquxQCLOI3SDHIzG9fg=&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHSuts0P4NEQkc6W6SvZAdjB7fLGuOVaqcMtW3i-N4SftIIWlFartgN2pLXbV_KCbE-YBAkD5Idh7E3Ju78I8zTfcufxk7_csRfm_qIVV3dHWXlpBtmmbLTB6W7n9TPU9YTrWGKgjOrY52PQ0qIWQ9Ki8bRHFOlU-lIDzWC_5AGLv-xD03b42pAc=&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHSuts0P4NEQk9DWgERKHlvVzcwUhxYugWZPJHEDLqtTVenUfkhkAJR-6DH3-oc7hRfoWj7u_ULODI9mGC9jsL1M-g6ytGuPKjmukigQrWSapGEjG90nk_EMlGoHbyn2o00hRGZwkGvNA4U5jiDmFM0eToku94f8Nf4vTlLkUMRVfJ7F_erVtF4o0jVybYtdfEVwDddfMwS8HE2cQDRepkgnKhZFPfNa66t95noDfGXM1SQi8QUtUO3Q=&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHSuts0P4NEQk9DWgERKHlvVzcwUhxYugWZPJHEDLqtTVenUfkhkAJR-6DH3-oc7hRfoWj7u_ULODI9mGC9jsL1M-g6ytGuPKjmukigQrWSapGEjG90nk_EMlGoHbyn2o00hRGZwkGvNA4U5jiDmFM0eToku94f8Nf4vTlLkUMRVfJ7F_erVtF4o0jVybYtdfEVwDddfMwS8HE2cQDRepkgnKhZFPfNa66t95noDfGXM1SQi8QUtUO3Q=&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==


VISIT OUR WEBSITE

         

Better Beginnings | DCCECE, Attn: Better Beginnings, PO Box 1437, Slot S150, 
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437

Better Beginnings means better opportunities. Investing in
quality child care for all Arkansas children creates better opportunities

for our children, families, workforce and communities.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHZe8U3sjx_3y6im8xMolTxgXbOc1hxjSkAxp6T5I3voRk67w5ISh-kgy_jHlhHPULAAcDr7MXBqs1-wY0GXdwhh4NGHgs4zcXI7xY4WP_qBZfECAykDTlntgU3-nnp8ewA==&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHZe8U3sjx_3ynYB130gbE6OOSY7KJukUgiTd-Ao2eHVeSG-GIzxizIBeZ2_MDtaTYfQergEPkxVbflGy87tQiY72gqIJGc2-tkYnLnV1mEcp&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHZe8U3sjx_3yi2Oh_lEb3UkDlB_9cwB_Xu0fRGVfzYnOi6yLYVCVqz0LfP73Trpj_rMXQq-MHUaRUIAQnLTt_mPFwd0wp9E-eOQHKVGxjOHg5WMwiRdLRoVo-MdnS9q_SA==&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHX95IqTGZvgs37a2uX8HCTZM1iLzbzvt2tl7VyheOFm3xTWfhaUoW_Rf6kXwnzyWLD9sCSkh55oRsVm-5V5aU_Cc_dA2rPwW96MznlI9LSMmBIQDdkCKWc0TD8eqDTewnQ==&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gRyVb_-RdAtF0NlvZGyPEVfrpTZTsXFwD6EByPMa16I1sBN8BbaiHZe8U3sjx_3ybuDh6v-xUiR9Z6WxxgGryv7sFC24ePXidbj0Sdgi6hs-njybM36OSowxU8kQb8nG37x-rbL0wXH7qGss3T7s6gUDo9-DSUeFF2kB1nIUl5XqK4FOdWoyJQ==&c=1cUp4HVyRusogvLUKQyTtxHDAcxVFY-gmyA9w77iFquZoUwtB46_Mg==&ch=QHAoFJz4MwEHSt_318MjPdNNyDfJUfuwW6ge1RNPw7yB3B6O6Qk6CQ==
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/
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