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Springtime is a great opportunity to teach children about the natural world around us.
There are countless things to focus on - from the plants that produce the oxygen we need
to breathe to the rain that helps those plants grow. Books and age-appropriate, play-
based learning activities are fantastic tools to help children understand nature, how it
works, and why we care for it.

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools/center-based-care/reach-for-the-stars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Luwfcgdunpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Luwfcgdunpg
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science/rainstorm-in-a-jar
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/outdoor-activities/get-muddy-with-your-buddy
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science/the-sunflower-jar
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=smartmediaconsulting&nav=30eda35b-5d3b-4f6d-a18c-318213f81ee4


You’ll find hands-on activities to get you started with the science resources listed below.
While you’re reading, check out the approved curriculum list from the Office of Early
Childhood, the Provider Tools information to get you reaching for the stars, upcoming
events, and the latest round of star approvals.

Lastly, a HUGE congratulations to Kim Stinson, the owner and director of Lil Lions
Daycare in Bismarck, for being named Arkansas’s Small Business Person of the Year by
the U.S. Small Business Administration! We’re proud to see her hard work and dedication
to the children in her care honored nationally.

The world around us is full of wonder that’s ready to be explored. Spark curiosity for
children in your classroom and inspire them to embark on their own journeys of discovery
while you reach for the stars.

Until next time,

Kelli Hilburn
BETTER BEGINNINGS PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR
OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD

 
 

Experience is a great teacher! Check out this video for a fun, hands-on way to help
children learn about science.

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/AR_ECE_curriculum_list_12.2024_OEC.pdf
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools
https://www.lil-lions-daycare.org/
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools/center-based-care/reach-for-the-stars
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools/center-based-care/reach-for-the-stars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Luwfcgdunpg


  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Luwfcgdunpg


Rainstorm in a Jar

Staying inside doesn’t
have to be boring. Help
children understand how
April showers work with
this resource!

View Resource

Get Muddy with Your
Buddy

Spark imagination with
mud! Yes, you read that
right – playing in the mud
can inspire creativity and
learning. See how with
this resource.

View Resource

Sunflower in a Jar

Show, don’t just tell your
child how plants grow! As
they watch a sunflower
grow, they’ll learn what
plants need to grow and
about the importance of
caring for nature. Learn
more with this resource.

View Resource

 

 
 
 

Provider Tools

Ready to increase your star level? Check out the
Provider Tools section of the Better Beginnings

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science/rainstorm-in-a-jar
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science/rainstorm-in-a-jar
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/outdoor-activities/get-muddy-with-your-buddy
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/outdoor-activities/get-muddy-with-your-buddy
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science/the-sunflower-jar
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/family-resource-library/science/the-sunflower-jar
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools


website to get started.

Learn More

 
 

AR Resource Connections

Looking for a one-stop location full of resources
to help you improve quality? This is the place for
you! You’ll find practical tools, guidance on a
variety of topics, and more. Check it out today!

Learn More

 
 

Monthly Provider Call
Tuesday, April 1, Zoom

It’s not an April Fool's joke! The next provider call is scheduled for Tuesday, April 1 at
noon. Zoom with representatives from the Office of Early Childhood and get the

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools
https://www.areceresources.org/marketing-home/
https://www.areceresources.org/marketing-home/
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-calls


latest updates on early care and education in Arkansas.

Register Here

Arkansas Children's Week
April 1-5, 2025

Arkansas Children’s Week is coming! Check out all the ways you can celebrate with
the planning toolkit by our friends at A-State Childhood Services.

.

Learn More

Introduction to ASQ-3
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Zoom

A-State Childhood Services is hosting three virtual trainings on the Ages & Stages
Questionnaire, Third Edition. A kit and learning activities book will be sent to each facility

represented at the training. Click the link below
to register for April 17, May 15, or June 19.

Register Here

Early Childhood Town Halls

The Office of Early Childhood is heading back out on the road this spring for another
round of town halls. Join your colleagues and Local Leads from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
and hear the latest news about early childhood education in Arkansas.

April 23 – Jacksonville | Location TBD
April 30 – Russellville | The Center for the Arts – Russellville School District,
2209 S Knoxville Ave.
May 7 – Mtn. Home | Vada Sheid Community Development Center – ASUMH
Campus, 1600 S College St.
May 14 – Hamburg | First Baptist Church Hamburg – ROC Building, 203 E
Parker St.
May 21 – Forrest City | East Arkansas Community College – Arkansas
Workforce Center, 1700 New Castle Rd.

 

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-calls
https://www.astate.edu/dA/360e293044/acw-planning-toolkit-2025.pdf
https://www.astate.edu/dA/360e293044/acw-planning-toolkit-2025.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetzpdTtC9SjBKsKNBsV5_BJO1GvHOpRxst3QwBAOli6b-b5g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetzpdTtC9SjBKsKNBsV5_BJO1GvHOpRxst3QwBAOli6b-b5g/viewform


Congratulations on reaching your next star level! Share your achievement with your
community and client-families using our Star Kit.

The following program is now 6-star Better Beginnings provider:

Crossett Pre-K, Crossett

The following program is now 5-star Better Beginnings provider: 

O.U.R. Children's Center, Harrison

The following programs are now 4-star Better Beginnings providers:

Jumpstart Learning Center, Hope

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/star-kits


The After School Program at Helen Tyson Middle School, Springdale

The following programs are now 3-star Better Beginnings providers:

ARCHILD INC, Little Rock
Building Blocks Family Childcare of Gravette, Gravette
Connect AFC, Benton
Noah's Ark Daycare LLC, Ashdown
Steudlein Learning Center, West Memphis
The Goddard School of Conway, Conway

The following programs are now 2-star Better Beginnings providers:

Kids Unlimited Learning Academy of Searcy, Searcy
Miracle Kids Success Academy Inc, Jonesboro
Miracle Kids Success Academy North Campus, Jonesboro
Miracle Kids Success Academy of Truman, Truman

 
Level Up Resource

Looking to increase your star level? Check out our Provider Tools to get started!

Visit our Website

 

Better Beginnings means better opportunities. Better Beginnings means better opportunities. Investing in quality early
care and education for all Arkansas children creates better opportunities

for our children, families, workforce and communities.

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/provider-tools


Visit our
Website

 
        

Better Beginnings | OEC Attn: Better Beginnings PO Box 1437, Slot S150 | Little Rock, AR 72203-
1437 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Better-Beginnings/359440950750204
https://twitter.com/archildcare
https://www.instagram.com/arkansasbetterbeginnings/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ARBetterBeginnings
https://www.pinterest.com/betterbeginning/_saved/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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